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Surrounded by
cliffs, Lithle Rayls
among the rmost
dramatic cowes on
the island. orrosime:
Miles of pristine
sand beacheas, ks
the one at Barnes
Bay, are Anguiila’s
higgest treasures,




To be honest,

the first time

I traveled to

ANGUILLA tWEIlty
two years agn Ididn’t

see it becoming the luxury capital of
the Caribbean. The northernmost

of the Lecward Islands, in the esstern Caribbean, Anguilla
does not have the drmmatic vodeanic peaks of neighboring

S1, Martin or the superchic vibe of St, Bart's. Its plant life is
serubby—and under constant siege by soats—and i85 countoy-
slde is spotted with concerete-hlock houses in various stages of
construction, reflecting the thrifty Anguillan habit of building
anly as far as the money on hand will stretch. So why does this
island, measuring a mere thirty-five square miles, today boast
three of the warld's premier resorcs: Mallioubhana, Cap Juluca
amvd Cadsinart? And why ane bwo mare top-end properties, the 5t
Regis Temenos Anguilla and the Viceroy, under construction
there eight now? And how does it rate a handful of supervillas
that carer to a guest’s every whim—for about sao.000 o week?

Looking back, 1 cansee that the answer to those questions was
already apparent on my indtial visic, when the island was nowhere
it the travel radar. Some friends and 1 had decided that we
wanted a qubet Carlbbean getaway, and | had heard that Anguilla
mikrht be what wewene looking for. We rented a villa sight unseen
Drvings it from the airport, we thought we'd made a serious mis
take. But o trip to the beach i Shoal Bay, on the northerm coast—
recommended by the villa's caretaker—guickly changed our
mirids. The water looked ke the palette of an artist experiment
ing with variations of blue: far ourt, the sea was a deep royal;
closer to shore, It flowed from electric to turquoise to aguama-
rine, The sand was powdery and shaded by palm trees; We had
discovered Anguilln’s tremgure: {es thiry-three fantastc beaches,
large and small; stretching for a glorlous twelve miles.

Adding to the [sland’s wealth were the Anguillans them-
sefves. Everywherns we went, people asked how we liked it there
and ifwewere having & good time. W became very Triendly with
awoman nomed Ay, 8 boker who still makes che most deli-
cions banana cream ple Pyve ever had, We also got to know the
woman who ran the litthe lguor store. When she saw us coming,
she wonld pull a bogtle of Mount Gay Gff o shell (which, I belat
edlv renlize, indicates that it was she whao got tolenow us, not the
other way around]. We felt thit we belomged.

The nttributes that charmed us during thit Arsevisico are draw-
ing high-end developers to the island today, “Anguill his a track
record of sustaining luxory properties,” says Paul Kanovos, the
cio of Flag Luxury, which is building the St Regls Temenos
Anguillm, “The Anguillons are welcoming people, They ki how

b provide fve-star service. And no other sland has as many
spectacular beaches. 1t wasg easy to decide to invest there.”

What amaees me by (hat after all these years, Angruilia remaing
essentially the same. Bevond s luxurioos villas and resorts, the
iskivnd ls free of worldly diversions. 1t has no discos, no casinog
no duty-frée shopping. Even more revealing of Anguilla's smart
resiztance (o the downelides of istand tourlem & the absence of
big cruise liners (they're not allowed to anchor here) and lerge
jets, which the airport cannot accommodale. Noigy Jet Skis are
banned From the otherwise extensive menu of water sporis:
kayaking, storkeling, sailing and scuba diving.

Thereare other activithes as well, but s pretoy much wp o you
to Al your day, Th the evening, dining cholees range from barbe
cue an the beach (o craptine French-Caribbean, The resorts offer
some entertainment, and a couple of spots on the water can be
counted on for good music—johnnoe's, at Sandy Ground, I:IE'[TtEf
the longest running. OF you can just gaze up at the night skig
whiere you'l | see more stars than you may ever have before.

Hyou lomle around, you may also spot stars of the enterosing
ment variety, But this is not o see-and-be-seen island, Privacy §
respected, and it 15 easy bo maintain, The resorts offer spacioe
preommodations that ean be worlds unto themselves, and the
rental luxury villas ensure seclusion,

On my most recent trip to Angruilla, 1 reallzed that theres
remained beaches [ hadn's vet visited (and that's sl ir
pftfvough | got out every day to explorel. 1'% an activiey 1 recomS
mend highly, No matter how much you love vour own roofm o
villa, withits pood nnd Fumiliar streteh of sand, you should grobas
map of the island and select a new beach to st Snorkel, plek up
some shells, repd a book, teke o wallcowith a Friemnd. Seceumb el
the place’s irresistible atmosphere,

There is informed speculation that one of the ancient coes
on the island contains the legendary Fountain of Youth, whic
Ponce de Lean sought in vain, Whether the rumor i$ iroe o8
not, A visit to Anguilla will rejuvenate you as no other place can.
Thatswhy I've Been there fourteen fimes—antd counting
Telephone and fax numbers, except where indicated offerinsed
should be preceded by 2o uhen dicfed from tee United Stofes




